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AMENDMENTS to THE CLAIMS: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. The cxirrent status of claims 1-35 is as follows: 



L (Currently Amended). A latching device comprising: 
a housing including at least one detent; 

a boll configured for sliding at least partially within said housing between a retracted ~ 
position and an extended position, where said bolt extends beyond said housin g, said bolt 
including an outer side and an inner side : andj 

a spring member in communication with onerativelv coupled to said bolt proximate to 
said inner side of said bolt , said spring member configured for at least partially retaining said 
bolt in a fiictionally snug and slideable engagement within said housing and including a portion 
configured for engaging said at least one detent of said housing to retain said bolt in said 
extended positio n: and, 

said housing extending around substantially all of said bolt aiid configured for confining 
at least lateral and verticail movement of said bolt along said outer side , 

2. (Original). The latching device of claim 1, wherein said at least one detent includes at least 
two detents and said detents include protrusions extending firom.said housing. 

3 . (Original). The latching device of claim 1, additionally comprising: 
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a trailer in a)ininunication with said spring member, said trailer configured for at least 

partially retaining said bolt in a fiictionally snug aiid slideable engagement within said housing 

and limiting travel of said bolt, 

4. (Original). The latching device of claini 3, wherein said trailer includes a lip for at least 
partially retaining said bolt in a fiictionally snug and slideable engagement within said housing 
and limiting travel of said bolt. 

5. (Previously Presented). The latching device of claim 1, wherein said spring member includes 
an arm configured for exhibiting spring-like behavior, said arm including a tip, said tip defining 
said portion of said spring member configured for engaging said at least one detent of said 
housing to retain said bolt in said extended position. 

. 6. . (Currently Amended). The latching device of claim 1 , wherein said housiiig includes 
oppositely disposed grooves extending therethrough and said bolt includes lateral portions with 
edges on said outer side for receipt in said respective grooves. 

7. (Original). The latching device of claim 10, additionally comprising: 

a tab, said tab in communication with said bolt; and ' : ' • 

said housing including a slot for receiving at least a portion of said tab. 

8. (Currently Amended). The latching device of claim 1, wherein said housing enyelops said 
bolt bv extending completely ardtind said bolt . 
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9. (Original). The latching device of claim 8, wherein said housing includes an outer surface 
configured for fitting in a correspondingly sha:ped track in a structure. 

10. (Currently Amended). A latching device comprising: 

a housiiig including at least one detisrit; 

a bolt configured for sliding at least partially within said housing between a retracted 
position and an extended position, where said bolt extends beyond said housin g, said bolt 
including an outer side and an inner side : 

a spring member in communication with operativelv coupled to said bolt proximate to 
said inner side of said bolt> said spring member configured for at least partially retaining said 
bolt in a fiictionally snug and slideable engagement within said housing and limiting travel of 
said bolt by engaging said at least one detent; and^ 

said housing at least partially enveloping said bol t said housing configured for confining 
at least lateral and vertical movement of said bolt along said outer side . . 

1 1 . (Original). The latching deyice of claim 10, wherein said spring member includes a portion 
configured for engaging said at least one detent of said housing to retain said bolt in said 
extended position 

12. (Original). The latching device of claim 1 1, wherein said at least one detent includes at least 
two detents and said detents include protrusions extending fi-om said housing. 
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13. (Original). ThelatchingdeVice of claim 10, additionally comprising 

a trailer in conmiunication with said spring member, said trailer configured for at least 
partially retaining said bolt in a fiictionally snug and slideable engagement within said housing 
and limiting travel of said bolt. 

14. (Original). The latching device of claini 13, wherein said trailer includes a lip for at least 
partially retaining said bolt in a fiictionally snug and slideable engagement within said housing 
and limiting travel of said bolt, 

15. (Previously Presented). The latching device of claim 10, wherein said spring member 
includes an arai configured for exhibiting spring-like behavior, said ami including a tip, said tip 
defining said portion of said spring meniber configured for engaging said at least one detent of 
said housing to retain said bolt in said extended position. 

16. (Currentiy Amended). The latching device of claim 10, wherein said housing includes 
oppositely disposed grooves extending therethroujgh and said bolt includes lateral portions with 
edges on said outer side for receipt in said respective grooves. 

17. (Original). The latching device of claim 10, additionally coniprising: 

a tab, said tab in communication with said bolt; and 

said housing including a slot for receiving at least a portion of said tab. 
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18. (Original). The latching device of claim 10, wherein said housing includes an outer surface 
configured for fitting in a correspondingly shaped track in a structure. 

19. (Cxirrently Amended). A latching device comprising: 

a housing including at least one detent and at least one slot; 

a bolt configured . for sliding at least partially within said housing between a retracted 
position and an extended position, where said bolt extends beyond said housin g, said bolt 
including an outer side and an inner side : 

a spring member in commimioation with operativelv coupled to said bolt, said spring 
member configured for at least partially retaining said bolt in a fiictionally snug and slideable 
engagement within said housing and including a portion configured for engaging said at least one 
detent of said housing to retain said bolt in said extended position; 

said housing configured for extending around substantially all of said bolt for confining 
at least lateral and vertical movement of said bolt along the outer side of said bolt and, 

a tab in communication with said bolt, at least a portion of said tab configured for being 
received in and moving in said at least one slot. 

20. (Previously Presented). The latching device of claim 19, wherein said at least one detent 
includes at least two detents and said detents include protrusions extending from said housing. 



21 . (Previously Presented). The latching device of claim 19, additionally comprisiiiig: 
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a trailer in coiiimtinication with said spring member, said trailer configured for at least 

partially retaining said bolt in a frictionally snug and slideable engagement within said housing 

and limiting travel of said bolt. 

22. (Previously Presented). The latching device of claim 21, wherein said trailer includes a lip 
for at least partially retaining said bolt in a fiictionally snug and slideable engagement within 
said housing and limiting travel of said bolt. 



23 . (Previously Presented). The latching device of claim 19, wherein said spring member 
includes an anri configured for exhibiting spring-like behavior, said arm including a tip, said tip 
defining said portion of said spring member configured for engaging said at least one detent of 
said housing to retain said bolt in said extended position. 

24. (Currently Amended): The latching device of claim 19, wherein said housing includes 
oppositely disposed grooves extending therethrough and said bolt includes lateral portions with 
edges on said outer side for receipt in said respective grooves. 

25. (Previously Presented). The latching device of claim 19, wherein said slot is configured for 
confining movement of the at least a portion of said tab, for limiting the movenient of said bolt in 
said extended position* 

26. (Previously Presented). The latching device of claim 19, wherein said housing envelops said 
bolt. 
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27. (Previously Presented). The latching device of claim 26, wherein said housing includes ah 
outer surface configured for fitting in a correspondingly shaped track in a structure. 

28. (Currently Amended). A latching device comprising: 

a housing including an internal cavity, the intemal cavity including at least one detent, 
and oppositely disposed grooves extending longituditially along said housing in said intemal 
cavitv : 

a bolt configured for sliding at least partially within said housing between a retracted 
position and an. extended position, where said bolt extends beyond said housing, the bolt 
including outwardly protruding and oppositely disposed lateral portions including edges , said 
edges extending longitudinally , for i-eceipt in fee said Oppositely disposed grooves along said 
housing; and^ 

a spring member in communication with operativelv coupled to said bolt, said spring 
member configured for at least partially retaining said bolt in a fiictionally siiug and slideable 
engagement within said intemal cavitv of said housiiig and including a portion configured for 
engaging said at least one detent of said housing to retain said bolt in said extended position. 

29. (Currently Amended). The latching device of claim 28, wherein said at least one detent 
includes at least two detents and said detents include protrusions extending into said intemal 
cavitv of #effi said housing. 

3Q;. (Currently Amended). The latching device of ciaim28, additionally coihprising; 
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a trailer in conununication with said spring member, said trailer configured for at least 
partially retaining said bolt in a fiictionally snug and slideable engagement within said internal 
cavity of said housing and limiting travel of said bolt. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended). The latching device of claim 3 0, wherein said trailer includes a lip 
for at least partially retaining said bolt in a fiictionally snug and slideable engagement within 
said internal cavity of said housing and limiting travel of said bolt. 

32. (Cxirrently Amended). The latching device of claim 28, wherein said spring member 
includes an arm configured for exhibiting spring-like behavior, said arm including a tip, said tip 
defining said portion of said spring member configured for engaging said at least one detent ef 
said housing to retain said bolt in said extended position. 

33 . (Previously Presented). The latching device of claim 28, additionally comprising: 

a tab, said tab in communication with said bolt; and 

said housing including a slot for receiving at least a portion of said tab. 

34. (Currently Amended). The latching device of claim 28, wherein said housing envelops said 
bolt by extending completely around said bolt . 

35. (Previously Presented). The latching device of claim 34, wherein said housing includes an 
outer surface configured for fitting in a correspondingly shaped track in a structure. 
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